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votive offering to be placed in her oldest and most highly
venerated church, San Giovanni Battista (better known as
the Baptistery), and that this offering should take the form
of two pairs of very elaborate bronze doors. An international
competition was instituted to settle who should execute this
work, and Giovanni di Bicci, as a leading citizen and a great
patron of art, was appointed one of the judges in this com-
petition. It is an interesting and significant coincidence that
the first mention we have of the first of the Medici should be
his taking a prominent part in an event which has always
been held as the "birthday" of the Renaissance in Art.

During the next seventeen years (1402-1418) the chief
notices which we have of Giovanni aie those showing his
quiet but steady advancement in public affairs. In 1402 we
find him elected by his guild, that of the bankers (Arte del
Cambio), as its "Prior," which made him a member of the
Government; and we find him again thus elected in 1408
and in 1411. It is specially recorded that he kept aloof from
the many political intrigues of the time, and that these and
subsequent higher honours were forced upon him unsought.

In 1417 Florence suffered another of those temble visi-
tations of the plague which afflicted her on so many oc-
casions. This time it carried off 16,000 of the inhabitants.
Giovanni did his utmost to relieve the many sufferings of
the people, while we are told that he "did not confine his
help only to the poor, but was no less ready to alleviate the
misfortunes of the rich."

We must now glance at what had been going on in Europe
during these eighteen years.

The first eighteen years of the fifteenth century were years
of various great events in Europe, all of which closely af-
fected Florence and its Signoria.10

In 1400 the Emperor Wenceslaus was deposed by the
"electors" for his worthless, savage, and drunken character.
In his place they chose Rupert, Palatine of the Rhine.

In 1401 the Turks, under Bajazet, having at last come to